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Comandante Zero . . . 


ON THE SAN JÜAN RIVER, Nicaragua— 
Eden Pastora, faWed and much maügned guer- 
rilla leader, is operating on the Nicaraguan side 
of this river where his impoverished men are 
daily fighting and dying against Managua*s Marx- 
ist forces. 

Those facts are based on our personal observa- 
tions, contradicting accusations that Pastora is a 
pure propagandist based in Costa Rida— perhaps in 
collusion with his former Sandinista comrades. 

But Pastora has been far less succes&ful than the 
mam body of contras m the Hoariuran bordar, the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Front (FDN), in finding 
private and foreign goverament sources to replace 
the long-suspended U.S. subsidy. He is short of 
everything: weapons, ammunition, boots, food, 
medidne. H» » lüeraiiy an anny in rags. 

Pastora was frozen out by the CIA l ong before 
Congress cut the supply lines. Yet, hê is the best 
koown qL th e anti/oocMPunist resistance, the 
legendary Comandante Zero who captured the Na- 
tional Palace in 1978 to begin the end for Anastasio 
Somoza. He evokes unmatched emotion on the 
streets of Managua and attracts young campesinos 
into the jungle for a life of privation. 

W hy then is he a wasted resource? U.S. off i- 
cials respond that he is a leftist under the sk in 
who does preckHféTlittle fighting. "The CIA is 
fooling the president of the United States/’ Pa s- 
tora replied to us “I would like to seê the presi - 
dent so that 1 could sav to him. These people are 
lying to you, Mr. Rea gan.’ ” 

That Pastora is fighting under exceptionaily 
difficult circumstances was brought home to us 
when two guerrillas were killed and one of his 
best platoon leaders severely wounded 50 kiio- 
nreters from here. 

Nearly all the wounded in Pastorais Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE) die for lack 
of medicai evacuation. But Fausto Lopez, 29, 
shot in the belly» was brought down the river in a 
small, slow motorboat to the shack that passes 
for a hospital. The doctor (Pastora's dder broth- 


er), lacking antibiotics and plasma, could merely 
give Lopez a pain killer. He was taken across the 
border to Costa Rica and, after a long, bumpy 
jeep ride, was picked up by a Red Cross ambu- 
lance. 

Pastara daims 7,000 men under arms, occupy- 
ing 10,000 square Idlometers, contesting for 
33,000 more and controlling 140 kilometers of the 
river. These figures were impossible for us to sub- 
stantiate. But we could personally attest to the in- 
naccuracy of FDN claims that Pastora operates out 
of San José, Costa Rica, with ao more than ZOO 
men., 

We saw 400 men at the Nicaraguan jungle air- 
strip where we arrivedL But they are in deplorable 
condition. A few are barefoot; many lack weapons; 
some carry antique World War Q-vintage rifles and 
all are short of ammunition. Aside from river 
shrimp and wild monkeys, food is hard to come by. 

ARDE offkers say Nicaraguan peasanta in the 
interior provide plenty of food for Pastora's guerril- 
las. If maps at his command post bear any resem- 
blance to reality, the airport guard is but a small 
portion of his army. Pins show Pastorais forces 
contesting all over the southem half of Nicaragua. 

Pastora bitterly reacts to accusations he is a 
Marxist tool blockmg an FDN southem front: " If 
we had gotten as much money from the CIA as 
the FDN. we would be in Managua today.” He 
eontends CIA operatiyes (“the geniuses fr om 
Harvard") cut him off when he opposed U .S.- 
Nicaraguan negotiati ons. 

While Pastora praises private enterprise, a pic- 
ture of Augusto Sandino hangs over his cot. He 
bridles at calling the Managua regime “Sandin- 
sta” and aiways labeis it “cQmmunist/* adding: 
“Sandino was never a conununist. He waa a na* 
tionalist — like Senator Helms.” 

Jesse Helms has become a c o n v ert to Coman- 
dante Zero. He and four other conservative Re- 
publican senators have asked that one-third of 
any new congressional funding go to Pastora. 
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